It does not pretend to cover every entity, it acknowledges its limitations to "classic" examples of each disease, and it stresses the fact that there is no substitute for experience in dealing with unusual cases and for a close collaboration between clinicians and pathologists in order to establish a reliable diagnosis. These may be statements of the obvious but they nevertheless are easy to forget, as any experienced dermatopathologist knows.
Indeed this practical guide is certainly not sufficient to acquire thorough practicing skill in dermatopathology. As the "supplement to existing textbooks" it intends to be, it certainly needs to be supplemented in return. Nevertheless, from the very first pages to the last chapters, the reader senses that the author is an experienced practitioner effectively sharing his practical approach to skin biopsies.
The book is constructed around its Chapter 1C captioned "Differential diagnosis lists." In this chapter, the reader finds a list of various characteristics, some clinical (skin lesions with and without pruritus, the colors-white, red, green, yellow-of lesions, etc.); some physio-pathological ("Kidney and the skin," "Gastrointestinal tract and the skin," "Pregnancy rashes," "Arthritis and skin diseases," etc.); some topological (e.g., axilla, groin, head, elbow,. lesions); some histological Review of Practical Dermatopathology, 2nd edition by Ronald P. Rapini The whole book is thus structured around its Chapter 1, which is, in fact, something like a crossroad in the labyrinth of dermatopathologic diagnoses, the book as a whole appearing therefore as a huge informal algorithm. Of course, this single author's work, the synopsis of the thought process of an individual, is subjective, and the reader will here and there find some details he might have wished added, deleted or presented otherwise. But the approach adopted by Dr. Rapini is most pedagogical and everyone will be enriched by it. Being a perpetual work in progress, this approach can never be definitive but continuously adapting it to one's own thinking is a great source of professional growth.
Another very remarkable aspect of this Arbeit that I would like to stress is that even if the author has tried to In summary, this book is remarkable. It fulfills all its promises. It indeed is a valuable supplement to dermatopathology textbooks, serving as a guide into them, toward deeper knowledge on various entities.
The book is particularly "user friendly" in its ebook version which is supplemented with online ressources, including a collection of clinical images and a pretest of 69 multiple choice questions.
Last and not least, the quality of the photomicropaphs included is outstanding, and if there is one suggestion I might dare make to the author, it would be to add more of them, perhaps as a new section of multimedia resources.
